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The more modern view, however, is that the words do not have to be
vague, ambiguous or otherwise uncertain before extrinsic evidence will
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be admitted. Since the purpose of the inquiry isto ascertain the meaning
which the words would convey to a reasonable man against the
background of the transaction in question, the court is free (subject to
certain exceptions) to ook to al the relevant circumstances surrounding
the transaction, not merely in order to choose between the possible
meanings of words which are ambiguous but even to conclude that the
partiesmust, for whatever reason, have used thewrong words or syntax.6
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