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Israel isthe only democracy in the region yet it neither separates state and
church nor has a state religion. It was conceived as a state for the Jews and
became a Jewish state instead. Political discussion there, which is a
national sport, rests on popular preference for a Jewish state over a state
for the Jews, though most Israeli citizens are not religiously observant and
one fifth of them are non-Jew.52
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Shlomo Deshen, Charles S. Liebman and Moshe Shokeid, Editors, Israel Judaism: The Sociology 52
of religion in Israel, Studies of Israeli Society, Volume VII, Transaction Publishers, New
Brunswick NJ and London, 1995
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