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Reasonable visitation rights to grandparents:
(1). The circuit court may grant reasonable visitation rights to
either the paternal or maternal grandparents of a child and issue
any necessary orders to enforce the decree if it determines that it is
in the best interest of the child to do so.
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In an era in which society has seen a general disintegration of the
family, it is not unreasonable for the General Assembly to attempt
to strengthen familial bonds.... “the grandparents’ visitation statute
was an appropriate response to the change in the demographics of
domestic relations, mirrored by the dramatic increase in the
divorce rate and in the number of children born to unmarried
parents, and the increasing independence and alienation within the
extended family inherent in a mobile society.
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If a grandparent is physically, mentally and morally fit, then a
grandchild will ordinarily benefit from contact with the
grandparent. That grandparents and grandchildren normally have a
special bond cannot be denied. Each benefits from contact with the
other. The child can learn respect, a sense of responsibility and
love. The grandparent can be invigorated by exposure to youth,
can gain an insight into our changing society, and can avoid
loneliness which is so often a part of an aging parent’s life. These
considerations by the state do not go too far in intruding the
fundamental rights of the parents.
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Any person may petition the court for visitation rights at any time
including, but not limited to, custody proceedings. The court may
order visitation rights for any person when visitation may serve the
best interest of the child whether or not there has been any change
of circumstances.
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Thus, in practical effect, in the State of Washington a court can
disregard and overturn any decision by a fit custodial parent
concerning visitation whenever a third party affected by the
decision files a visitation petition, based solely on the judge’s
determination of the child’s best interests.'**
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In an ideal world, parents might always seek to cultivate the bonds
between grandparents and their grandchildren. Needless to say,
however, our world is far from perfect, and in it the decision
whether such an intergenerational relationship would be beneficial
in any specific case is for the parent to make in the first instance.
And, if a fit parent’s decision of the kind at issue here becomes
subject to judicial review, the court must accord at least some
special weight to the parent’s own determination.'
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We should recognize that there may be circumstances in which a
child has a stronger interest at stake than mere protection from
serious harm caused by the termination of visitation by a “person”
other than a parent. The almost infinite variety of family
relationships that pervade our ever-changing society strongly
counsel against the creation by this Court of a constitutional rule
that treats a biological parent’s liberty interest in the care and
supervision of her child as an isolated right that may be exercised
arbitrarily.
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